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WASHINGTON JOURNALI
in the latter part of December., 1s7. I. a

sickly youngster. left my home in Maine for
Washington in quest of a milder cliflmiate.
Partly for exercise and partly for economy's
sake I walked a good part Of the way from
Philadelphia to Washington. ()n the last
day of that month I had walked from
altimore as far as 3eltsville. when I was

overtaken ahout sundown h a jtlly old fel-
low who was driving into Washington with
a load of produce for the Washington mar-

ket. I very promptly accepted his invita-
tion to ride in with him to the -it. but
afterward concluded that I had better
walked. For it soo0n appeared that he only
wanted to get to Washingtoni in season to

place his wagon in a gotd position for the
market next morning. Ib-. sltpped at every
grogshop on the road. awt there were a

good many of them at that time on the old.
much-trae\led Baltimore and Washington
turnpike. Ile not only took many drinks
himself. but insisted that I should drink
with him. In those days it was a mortal
offense to refuse to drink when invited, and
the whisky sold at those places was vib-
stuff. but as he grew more stupid and less
vigilant I managed to empty my glass into
th spittoon as oftei as it was replenished.
The weather had meantime turned very
cold. I had no overc at and altogether myV
night ride into Washington w%:as a pretty
dismal affair. It was nearly midnigh, when
we reached the city, and just as we came

to the Ceniter market, then called the Marsh
market. the bells were ringing the old year
out and thi. new yeir in.
The market house then was a set of tum-

ble-down sheds. moss covered, doorless and
the lodging place for tramps and vagrants
of all sorts. Back of it was the tilthy old
catial, the city cesspool, the receptacle f*r
altl the offal of the city.

I lodged for the night at onte of the small
taverns i 7th street, opposite the martiet.
called then "Cattail Row.'' In the morning
I paid a "levy" for my lodging and a lip'
fir a cup of coffee anud some doughnuts it

the market house. In those itys the old
Spanish silver currency was in use. and the
small coins were the "levy.' worth 12,,
cents, and the 'ip." f14 cents. When the
coins were worn beyond rec ignition they
were seratched with a cross and then
passed only for Io cents or 5, vents, respect-
ively. After my light breakfast I started
Out to see Washington, heading first for
the Capitol. as most visitors do.
On my way to the Capitol. attracted by a

sign, I stopped anil engaged board at the
boarding house of Michael McDermott.
southwest corner of 3d street and Plennsyl-
vania avenue. wher M1adis' HI tel now is.
Mr. MeDermott luut a large coach factory
and wtrehouse on his premises. running
through to Missouri avenue. I paid $2.50 per
week for board at McDermott's. and got
good, substantial fare with no frills. McDer-
mott boarded his workmen, a hearty set of
fellows, and what, with their boisterous de-
rnrtnds upon Sally. the colored cook. for
immediate servi-e. and their running lire of
criticism upon her cooking, the meal hour
it McDermott's was alwa ys a very noisy
and jolly affair. Sally could always an-

swer in kind to their bantering and give
them plenty of sauce in return.

In engaging board at the moderate sum

if $2.50 per week my next thought was as to
the miatns to pity it. The toutal of my funids
that murninig was $1 e2t. I had bien en-
gaged by D~r. Alonzo Gatrcelon. afterwaird
thei famus deimocraiti( governior of Maine.
toi write letters for his paper, the Lewiston
iae.) Journal. anid also by Mathews & Nor-
ris, the ptiblishers of the Yantkee Blade, a
naoular humnrous nnnecr of that a. Snh-
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sequently I wrote some letters for the New
York Spirit 4 the Times and for the Phila-
delphia Saturday Evening Post. These
were all liIolir pullications then, but the
Yankee I blle mil the Spirit of the Times
are dead, but ti. Saturday Evening Post,
the oldest papler in Philadelphia. has been
started it a ntw career of prosperity in
the hands of enterprising men and has now

a circulation many tim-s what it had in its
most prosperous days in the olden times.
These were all weekly papers, and as my

pay averaged only aouit a (illar a column
the income was not large. Uut as was said
in ,xpi.I nation if George Washington's re-

muarkalt- feat of throwing a silver dollar
across ii. Potomac river where it was a

mile wide, a dollar went further in those
days than now.

Old-Time Correspondents.
The corps f corresii lents was small

thin-- less than a do-n in all. The Senate
chamber was tit center if initirist. and the
rporters wlo congregated there were com-
fortably aer-lnttdiated inl the single row
of seats, or rather stls. in a narrow gal-
lerv over the chairs now occupiel by the
Suprime Court.
Ti- cotreslonelnts. though small in

numbers, weri rat her a ntalei lot. Fore-
most among thin were Francis .1. Grund,
the "Observer'' if the Philablltphia Ledger.
and 'X" of the Baltimore Sun. and Eliab
Kingman, "lin. of the Sun. The Ledger
and the Sti hav always had from that
iya to the present, very able Washington
eOrrespotilints. They were small-sized,
four-page iinny papers. and hail to iecono-
muize verI in1h if space anld boil d]own
mnatter to its isse-ni. Their Washington
letters wi-re limiiitil ti a hird or half a

column each, but ti- wire meaty and at-
tracted mor.- attention and had onre weight
than the more wordy litines of other
writers.
Grund was Ithe llowitz iif his daV-a man

of varied acomplishments. a ipungent
writer, a tit- linguist, a brilliant conversa-
titnalist. hI. was able to make himself wel-
come in all the soiial, poUie!-al and diplo-
matic circles. Stout. oity. smiling. vivacious,
he was a great contrast to his colleague.
Eliab Kingman, who was tall and spare.
with shaggy eelbrows and of Imlian-like
gravity and reticerce. Kingman lived out
14th strcet. ini wha.t was then the country,
in a cottage buried it a perfect jungle of
trees and litishes. It is now the residence of
Mr. C. C. Willard.

"Sausage Sawyer."
William E. Robinson, "Richelieu" of the

New York Tribunie. a tall. raw-boned,
sandy-haired ligure, was the hero just then
of a droll contest for the privileges of the
press against the privileges of the House.
Robinson, in a letter to the Tribune. had
made a pen picture of the lunch habits of
lion. William Sawyer of Ohio. as follows:
"Every day at 2 o'clock he feds. About

that hour he is steen leaving his seat, and
taking his position in the window back of
the speaker's chair to the left, he unfolds
a greasy ppiekr, in which is contained a
chunk of bread and sausage or som- other
unctuous substance. Then he disposes of
them rapidly-wipes his hands with the
greasy paper for a napkin and throws it
out of the window. What little grease is
left on his hanids he wipies on his almost-
b~ald head fur pomattum; his mouth some-
times his coat sleeves and pantaloons being
used fir a nalikin. He tuses a jackife for
a toothpttick."
On the appearance of this letter Mr.

TBrinkerhoff of Ohio moved to exclude the
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reporters and letter writers from the privi-
leges of the seats and desks on the floor of
the House. The resolution was adopted by
a vote of Ill to 40.
John Quiney Adams then left his seat.

and, taking the arm of Mr. Robinson. es-

corted him to the ladies' gallery, over the

Speaker's chair, where strangers were ad-
mitted on the introduction of a member of
the House. And thereafter Mr. Adams, or
some other member, would. on Mr. Robin-
son's appearance, take him by the arm and
accompany him to the gallery. greatly to
the disgust of Mr. Sawyer and his friends,
but very much to the amusement of the
spectators.
In later years Robinson was elected a

member of the House from which he was

expelled. His adversary went by the name P
of "Sausage Sawyer"' for the rest of his
life.

Some of the Hustlers.
One of the hustlers of the press gang was

Dr. Wallis-the "Doctor'' of the New York
Herald. who furnished congressional pro-
ceedings, political chit-chat and social gos-
sip for that paper. le always wrote on

the jump and up to the last moment to
catch the mail.
James Gordon Bennett, who wrote Wash-

ington letters for the New York Courier t

and Enquirer in 1,27-8. claimed to have in-
iaugurated a new system of newspaper cor-

respondence.
le says, using the editorial "we" of the

time:
"We were the first to give the business of

letter writing its present light and amusing
character. Before that period a Washington
letter writer simply gave the dull details of
both houses, the abstracts of reports or a

few sketches of the speakers."
His correspondents for the Herald evi-

dently were instructed to write in the same

vein.
Another hard-working reporter was Eras-

cus Brooks, writing for the New York Ex-
1w]

press. owned by his brother. James Brooks,
and in which he afterward had a partner-

c

ship. le was short-sighted and wrote with
his head close to his paper, never pausing
in his work and turning out an immense
amount of copy.
The correspondents of that day, whose

names were familiar as household words, ne

are now dead and almost forgotten. I be- (0

lieve that I am the only person living who J
wrote Washington letters as long ago as

I1548. HH
M.

The Press Gallery in 1860. ed
The correspondents increased in numbers th

year by year, but did not get an official
status in the Congressional Directory un- ve
til 181;0, when the following list. with an an

assignment of seats, appeared in the direc-
tery for the first session of the Thirty-sixth ga
Congress: pr

S. P. Hanscom, New York Herald. cii
D. W. Bartlett, Springfield Republican. or
N. Davidson, New York Courier and En- of

quirer.
A. J. Marsh, National Intelligencer. sI1
James 0. Clephane, Washington Evening sp

Star. no
Ben: Perley Poore, Boston Journal. joi
G. W. Adams, Washington States and itE

Union. de
L. A. Gobright, Associated Press. ad
C. G. Halpine, New York'Times. co
J. J. Coombs. Washington Republic. di
W. F. Carne. Alexandria Gazette.
James E. Harvey, Philadelphia North ex

American. M.
Stephen Hayes, New York Herald, ti<
F. W. Walker, Washington Evening Ex- re

press, so
John Savage, Philadelphia Press, be
M. M. Noah. Alta CalIfornIa. fis
E. A. Pollard, Charleston Mercury. lzi
J. L. Elliott. New York Observer.

Mr. A. E. Shepherd.
Moses Bates. Boston Post.
W. Robertson. New York I)av Book.
L. J. O'Connor, Charleston ('ourier.
A. I. Markland, Louisville Coirier.
L. A. Whitely, Baltimore Cliplwr.
L. K. Pangborn, Boston Atlas.
A. B. Johnson. Boston Traveler.
W. M. Watson, Petersburg Intelligencer.
Jos. Medill, Chicago Press and Tribuie.
T. T. Kinney. Newark Advertiser.
A. S. Mitchell. St. Louis News.
M. Stearns, New Bedford Standard.
Hf. D. Cooke, Ohio State Journal.
J. M. Rosse, Detroit Tribune.
L. A. Aiken, L. J. Times.
F. W. McFarland, Alexandria Sentinel.
W. L. Wilson, Indiana Journal.
W. W. Shore, Rhode Island Evening
ress.

H. J. Ahord. Michigan State Journal.
E. Kingman, New York .lournal of Com-
t rce.
M. W. Cluskey. Memphis Appeal.
A. It. Potts. Fort Smith Times.
S. Hf. Lamborn, Ohio Patriot.
Theodore Fenn, Pennsylvania Telegraph.
J. A. Milligan. Southern Argus.
W. 13. Shaw, New York Herald.
I. W. Dowling. Georgia Intelligencer.
WV. A. Parkhurst, Washington Constitu-
m.

1'. S. Seybold, WashIngton Evening Star.
I. M. Bailey, National Era.
1. T. Piggott, Associated Press.
d. G. Gill, New York Herald.

0r. Moore. Petersburg Intelligencer.
1. L. Crosby, New York Tribune.
F. F. Milligan. Norfolk Argus.
fV. A. Rind, National Intelligencer.

T. Bridges, Chicago Evening Journal.
.eorge Wood. Boston Transcript.
X. Robertson. New York Daily News.
:angborn and Mussey, Cincinnati Gazette.
V. H. Joyner, Raleigh Press.
t. Sutton, D. F. Murphy. J. J. Murphy,

11. Pope and E. V. Murphy wer: as-

tned seats as reporters of the Globe,
tich then published the congressional pro-
!dings.
en of Mark Graduated From the

Press Gallery.
t is curious to note how many in this list
terward became editors or proprietors of
wspapers. Among these were S. P. Hans-
m, George W. Adams. James E. Harvey,
hn Savage, E. A. Pollard, A. D. Banks,
A. Whitely, L. K. Pangborn. Jos. Medill,
mry D. Cooke, Ben: Perley Poore and G.
Bailey. Henry D. Cooke was in turn

itor, financier and the first governor of
aDistrict of Columbia.
ames 0. Clephane helped actively to de-
lop the Mergenthal'er printing machine
d is now a millionaire or more.
nd, all the way through, the Capitol press
Ilery has been a training school for the
aduction of able editors, statesmen, finan-
rs, railroad magnates, generals, govern-
;. poets, novelists, m igazinists and men
mark in all lines.
nd in "the altogether' of ability and re-

ectability the corps of Washington corre-
ndents was never on a higher grade than
w. In the hot competition of modern
irnalism newspaper owners find it requis-
to employ first-class men for correspon-

nts here. And they must be men of tact,
dress and character, who can gain the
nfidence of administrations, congressmen,
lomats and officialdom generally.
In the past a good deal of friction has
Isted between Congress and the reporters.
lmbers were rising continually to a iues-
n of privilege to denounce some cor-

spondent. as a liar or prevaricator, and
metimes the irate representative would
worked up to the point of shaking his

t at the reporters' gallery and character-
ng It as a vipers' nest.
['he Senate in those days used to spend a


